
p = po e- l -x /a t ,  v = a( l  -t- x/at),  - -  x 1 ~ x < 0% t > O. 

It is evident from the above results that in both the similarity solution and in the 
isothermal case, the velocity of the gas boundary in the cavity is infinite (62 = ~)- How- 
ever, the total energy remains finite, since at ~ + ~ the density decreases more rapidly 
(g - e-t) than the square of velocity increases (f2 ~ 62). The velocity of the shock in both 
cases is equal to the speed of sound (6 = i), ~0 = 0.448 at ~ = I.Ii. 
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GROUP-INVARIANT SOLUTIONS AND INTERRELATION OF THE PARAMETERS 

OF THE MOISTURE-TRANSPORT EQUATION 

V. M. Solopenko UDC 532.6+631.432 

Study of the moisture-transport processes (during incomplete saturation of a porous 
medium by water) is a complex and urgent problem. Its component part is the reliable and 
rapid experimental determination of the parameters of saturated-unsaturated soil. Investiga- 
tion of the exact solutions of the moisture-transport equation by the method of Lie groups 
[i] is used for these purposes. A general regularity of the exponential time dependence of 
the fluid mass flow rate [2], which had been encountered earlier [3], is detected in experi- 
ments on dehydration of a soil specimen. Its elucidation in the presence of a strong non- 
linearity in the equations is given within the framework of group-invariant solutions. The 
conditions for expansion of the group result in interactions of the moisture-transport fac- 
tor, the fundamental hydrophysical dependence, and the moisture, which can turn out to be 
useful for modeling the moisture transport processes. 

i. Formulation of the Problem 

The one-dimensional horizontal motion of water in an unsaturated porous medium is de- 
scribed by the moisture-transport equation [4] 

0~ = [K (p) p~]~, ( 1.1 ) 

where p is the pressure in water column units (p < 0 for incomplete saturation); K(p), mois- 
ture-transport factor; O, volume humidity; t, time; and x, longitudinal coordinate. 

We introduce a new function which we call the generalized head 

F ( p )  = S K ( p )  dp. ( 1 . 2 )  

Then (i.i) takes the form 

' F" O r =  ~,2. ( 1 . 3 )  

Kiev. Translated from Zhurnal Prikladnoi Mekhaniki i Tekhnicheskoi Fiziki, No. i, pp. 
75-80, January-February, 1987. Original article submitted January 14, 1986. 
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As follows from (1.3), the equilibrium distribution of the generalized head is linear: F = 
ax + b, and it will be the limit in the dehydration process. 

To close the equation of motion, the fundamental hydrophysical dependence 0 = 0(p) which 
is strongly nonlinear in nature, is still necessary. For p = 0, total saturation occurs, 
i.e., the three-phase system (solid skeleton, water, air) becomes a two-phase system (solid 
skeleton, water) while for p +-~, e + 0. 

In addition to the moisture-transport factor, the diffusivity factor ([4, Sec. 9.10]) 

D = K / ( d O / d p )  ( 1 . 4 )  

is often considered in the literature. 

Different dependences D(0) are constructed on the basis of experimental data. One is 
the exponential dependence D = Do exp a0, which is acceptable in the middle part of the 6 
values, excluding the total saturation neighborhood and the domain of low humidities [4]. 
Different modifications of the parameters and their possible interdependences (some were pro- 
posed empirically) will be obtained purely formally as conditions for the existence of group- 
invariant solutions. 

2. Group Structure of the Moisture-Transport Equation 

The group of transformations for the nonlinear heat-conduction equation is calculated 
in [I, Sec. 21]. Consequently, the infinitesimal operators of this group are naturally 
equivalent to those obtained below. However, in this paper it turns out to be expedient to 
trace explicitly the interrelation of the moisture-transport characteristics. 

We take the system of moisture-transport equations in the one-dimensional case in the 
form (for convenience we use the notation p = u) 

and reduce it to one equation 

o, = [K ( ~ ) . d ~ ,  o = o (~) 

o, (~) u', = [g (~) u~]'~. (2.1) 

Furthermore, we assume that 0'(u) x const, K(u) x const. The number of independent vari- 
ables is n -- 2, the number of desired functions is m = i. We use the notation 

t ! n u 

u ~ = p ,  u ~ = q ,  u ~ = Q ,  u ~ x = P .  

The second continuation of the transformation operator has the form [i] 

By s t a n d a r d  means we a r r i v e  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n i n g  e q u a t i o n s  [~l  = ~ l ( t ) ,  ~2 = 
~2(t, x), n = n(t, x, u)]: 

[ l l ~ + ( I n  " '  ' ' t t 2" 6 '  ' K )  ~l]==O, [,1~+ (lnK)' ,I] '~=-2-[.~,~--  ~t), 

~' (t) = 2~ '  + ha'/8, ~'~ = a~. 

Here 5(u) = @'(u)/K(u) and evidently 6 -1 : D is given by the relationship (1.4). To expand 
the group 

O a 0 x 0 

it is necessary to require the presence of the dependence 

8F" :, ,~, -~- = / q ~  + k.. ( 2 . 2 )  

For k i = -1/4, the basis of the Lie algebra contains five operators, and if k I ~ -1/4, then 
there are four. Integration of (2.2) yields the dependence of 8(u) on K(u) and the structure 
of the moisture transport factor. A list of all the variants including 6 = const is presented 
in Table i. 
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Considered below are solutions for which the rank of the Lie subalgebra is R = i or 2. 
The number of functionally independent variants will then be t o = n + m - R = 2 or i. Giving 
the invariant manifold of the appropriate group 12 = I2(I I) in the first case and I = const 
in the second (the number of equations is ~ = i), we see that the necessary existence condi- 
tions for an invariant solution (6 0 = m - ~)max {R - n, 0} ~ 6 0 ~ min{R - i, m - i}. 

3. Certain Solutions of the Moisture-Transport Equation 

A. The variant III (see Table i) results in the linear equation of motion 

t 

cot = Ox~ ~ 'c > O, 

the operator 

8 F 0 
X =~X I +X4=--~7+~ 

has the invariants 

i l  = x, 12 = e ~t F, 

which rapidly yields the solution 

0 + oo = e-:' l(x), ( 3 . 1 )  

while the function f satisfies the equation f"(x) + caf(x) = O. The Sturm-Liouville problem 
for it will correspond to a purely exponential dehydration process (3.1), which can be used 
to determine the moisture-transport factor as a function of the suction pressure if the fun- 
damental hydrophysical dependence is determined in the experiment in parallel [2]. 

B. Variant II.2 results in an exactly solvable problem since it is converted to a linear 
parabolic equation. 

The equation of moisture motion is the following: 

' -2 ", ' Or= [e(O o - 0 )  Ox]x. (3.2) 

In conformity with the method in [5], by considering the solution satisfying the boundary 
condition 8x'Ix= 0 = 0, we make the change of variable 

which will result in 

= ; g-j~2 (t,_ s) ds,_ g (t~ x) --- c [0o-- 0 (t~ x)]-2~ 
0 

' " [ ( v - ' / ( v - ' ]  ' ,  0, = + g)o  g)o (%). 
An example  o f  t h e  e x a c t  s o l u t i o n  o f  ( 3 . 2 )  i s  t h e  m o i s t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
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which is evidently of asymptotically exponential nature. 

C. A solution of nonexponential type can be obtained in variant II.5 in the operators 
(R = 2) 

~t F -- 4k 2 O 
X 4 = - 4 t  + ,F ou': 

8 F-- 4k= 0 
~=--=~X=+X 5=(~-=~)~+x F' 0~ 

with the general invariant 

We hence find the solution 

I = t ~ ( F  - 4 k ~ ) ~ f P  - =~.  

0 = O o --(3c14)~'3/~a~/2ta/4(x2 ~ a2)-3m~ 

satisfying 

l 

o~ = [ ( ~ 1 3 ~ ) ( % -  o)-~%]:,. 
Therefore, the assertion of the authors of [5] that the equation they examined is the most 
general class of exact solvability is untrue. 

D. And, finally, we turn to the most interesting variant II.4 corresponding to the above- 
mentioned dependence for D that takes the invariant solution of rank R = i, constructed with 
the "classical" operator 

X 3 = t + :20x"  

Setting F = e 8, we see that the solution of the equation resulting from (2.1), 

' 0 ro,, 0, = e t *~ + (~ 

s h o u l d  be s o u g h t  in  t h e  form O = O( t ,  x)  = O(p) ,  p = t / x : ,  which  goes  o v e r  i n t o  a sy s t em o f  
ordinary differential equations 

~, = q)(ee/49 ~ -- 3/2p -- ~), O' = ~. (3.3) 

The manifold on which the invariant solution is considered is given by a correct Cauchy prob- 
lem in the interval (0, ~) for the system (3.3) under the initial conditions 8 = i, ~ = -0.3, 
p = i. Giving t as a parameter, we can find the moisture distribution in x at any time. The 
results of a computation are presented in Fig. la, where values of t are given. The quantity 

1,2 

in (Q - Q~) is constructed as a function of time in Fig. ib, where Q= Odx, Q~ = 0.235. 
0,4 

The asymptotically exponential nature of the process is evident. The curves in Fig. la, b 
correspond entirely to experimental representations. 

It is seen from the figure that the deviation from an exponential law drops rapidly with 
time. Indeed, if the solution of the equation 

t O y 
e, = (e)~ 

is written in the form 

0 = Oo + e-~' ]l(x) + e - ~ '  &(x) § . . .  

and t h e  e x p o n e n t i a l  i s  expanded  in  a s e r i e s ,  t h e n  we e a s i l y  o b t a i n  

- [I: + 
Now, l e t  f l ( x )  s a t i s f y  t h e  e q u a t i o n  
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~%1~ (x) = - ~11 (=), 

then we have to determine the next approximation f~(x) 

_ 2~f~ (x) = j~ (x) + y (ID s176 

These  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  r e s u l t  in  t h e  a s y m p t o t i c  

e = o0 + ~-~t Ill(z) + o(e-~O].  

Thus,  a g roup  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  m o i s t u r e - t r a n s p o r t  e q u a t i o n s  in  
t h e  o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l  c a s e  p e r m i t s  f i n d i n g  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  be tween t h e  m o i s t u r e - t r a n s p o r t  
f a c t o r  and t h e  m o i s t u r e ,  and t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  h y d r o p h y s i c a i  dependence  g e n e r a t i n g  t h e  i n v a r i -  
a n t  s o l u t i o n s .  These  s o l u t i o n s  r e s u l t  in  an e x p o n e n t i a l  mass f low r a t e  o f  w a t e r  in  t i m e ,  
which  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  e x p e r i m e n t .  The f u n d a m e n t a l  h y d r o p h y s i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  which  u n d o u b t e d -  
l y  changes  from s o i l  t o  s o i l ,  does  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  m e n t i o n e d  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s .  

The r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  can be used  as  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r  e x p e r i m e n -  
t a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  s t u d y  t o  f i n d  a c l o s e d  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  m o i s t u r e - t r a n s p o r t  
p r o c e s s e s .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  s o l u t i o n s ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  g r a v i t y  t a k e n  
i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  i s  u r g e n t .  I n  t h e  o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l  c a s e  o f  a v e r t i c a l  f l o w ,  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  con-  
d i t i o n s  f o r  g roup  e x p a n s i o n  f o r  ~ ~ c o n s t  a r e  e x a c t l y  as  in  Tab le  1. 
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